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Small Groups are a vital part of how we do ministry at Fellowship Church just as
they are in many churches around the world. There are a number of different theories
on how small groups should work and they are all great in different ways. The book you
are holding is written with our model in mind. So take a minute to read the following
explanation, then feel free to adapt as necessary.

Each of our small groups practices a three part agenda in every meeting. That
agenda includes a social time, a discussion time, and a prayer time. Each of these
elements share equal importance, but not necessarily equal time. To help you get the
most out of this book we have included an explanation of each of the parts.

The first element of every small group meeting should be a time of socializing. This
phase of the meeting should about 30% of your time together. Welcome everyone as they
arrive at the host home, make visitors feel welcome by introducing yourself and showing
genuine interest in them. Enjoy some snacks, or if your group prefers, a meal together.
Then move on with second part of the meeting, the lesson.

The lesson itself may take as much as 50% of your group’s meeting time, but
remember it is not the most important element. You may want to start this phase of
your meeting with a short “icebreaker” to get everyone talking. The questions in the
“Start it Up” section of each chapter are what we refer to as “level the playing field”
questions that everyone should be able to participate in, regardless of their level of
spiritual maturity or Bible knowledge. As your group moves through the “Talk it Up”
section in each chapter, remember that it is more important to finish on time than to
finish each and every question. It is okay to skip some to be sure you allow enough time
to take care of the third phase of the small group time: “Lift it Up.”

The “Lift it Up” section is a vital part of every small group meeting and should be
about 20% of the meeting. During this time you will be able to share with the group what
God is doing in your life as well as asking the group to support you in specific prayers.
To help focus this time there are one or two questions at the end of each study that will
prompt prayers based on the material you have just talked about. There is also a space
for you to write down your prayer request(s) so you don't forget them and so you can
communicate them clearly when it is your turn. Below that is a place to write down the
prayer requests of the people in your group so you can remember and pray for each
request throughout the week.

As an additional tool to assist you in your journey of spiritual development there is
a “Step it Up” section at the end of each session. This section consists of five devotional
thoughts that reinforce the lesson you've just completed and are designed to help you
develop a regular quiet time with God. To get the absolute most from this study | challenge
you to take five or ten minutes a day to read and apply these devotionals to your life.
If your group meets twice a month or bi-weekly, choose five of the intervening days to
incorporate these thoughts into your devotional life.

One of the most interesting conversations | can have with
someone starts off with a single question. And the responses |
hear to this powerful and probing question can be as diverse as
the people who give them.

What do you think of when you think of God?

Most people miss the truth of who God really is. But when
we don’t understand the essence of who God is, we miss the point of our existence.
And when we miss the point of our existence, we miss out on the amazing life God has
designed for us.

So what is the truth? What is God really all about? The answer can be found in one
of the most well-known and repeated verses in the Bible:

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

The very core of God'’s character is generosity. That's who he is. And God wants you
to have the best life possible. He wants you to have a life full of excitement, adventure,
vitality, and blessing. And he was willing to sacrifice everything for that to happen.

To get the most out of life, we must learn to identify God’s character and then
imitate him in everything we do. It is my prayer that through this study you embrace
God’s generosity and learn to apply it directly to your life so you can discover that sweet
spot of success. Because as we learn to become more and more like our generous God,
we can discover what it really means to live in the zone.



GOD HEARTED

START IT UP

What do Rev. Al Sharpton, George W. Bush, and
Paris Hilton have in common? All three have a name
that produces an emotion or associated thought. Isn’t
it strange what our mind associates with certain noises,
objects and people? The accuracy of the association
game depends upon our knowledge of the subject. The
more we know, the more accurate we'll be.

1. As a group, read each name one at a time and explain the
first association that comes to your mind with each person.

e John Wayne

e Bill Gates

e Julia Roberts

e Marilyn Manson
e Madonna

e Richard Nixon
e Martha Stewart
e Hillary Clinton

TALK IT UP

How did your associations compare with others in
the room? It is surprising how many different concepts
can be associated with just one person. Now shift your
attention to God. When you say the word, “God,” there
are many thoughts and emotions that usually surface.



2. As a group, take a minute and brainstorm a list of words or concepts that come
to mind when you think abhout God.

There are many characteristics we associate with God. From the outset of
this study, we must understand that living in the zone is first and foremost about
seeing God as he really is, and then mimicking his character in our lives. One
characteristic that is commonly overlooked is God's generosity.

God'’s generosity is evident throughout the Bible. For our purposes in this study,
he is the Blessor. In other words, all good things come from God. Generosity is such
an integral part of God’s essence that generosity is expressed in each person of the
Trinity. God the Father illustrated his generosity with the ultimate act of giving. This
fact is expressed in one of the most well known verses in the Bible.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal

life. John 3:16

God’s consuming love was expressed through the generous gift of his Son
for the forgiveness of mankind.

God the Son also demonstrated the generous nature of God.

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:45

Jesus did not come to take from this world, but to give. Jesus gave generously
of his time, his knowledge, his healing, and ultimately, he gave his life.

God in the form of the Holy Spirit also expresses generosity.

All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said the
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.
John 16:15

Jesus explained that the Holy Spirit was given by God to continue giving to
us from God’s abundance. In other words, the Holy Spirit continually gives us an

insight into God's essential character quality—generosity.

3. What are some biblical and personal examples of God’s generosity?

For some reason, God’s generosity gets overlooked in the midst of all his
other character traits. But if we overlook God’s generous nature, we will never
truly understand who he is. So we look to the Bible for some powerful one-on-
one examples of God's generosity.

But God’s generosity is not limited to the characters of the Bible. His
generosity continues to play an active role in our relationships with him today.
Think about this. God never gives the bare minimum. In a restaurant, he'd be
known as “the big tipper.” That is just his character. God always goes beyond the
minimum when he expresses his generous nature. Consider how God’s generosity
is described in Romans.

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously
give us all things? Romans 8:31-32

God didn’t give us the bare minimum. And for that, we should be thankful.
God gave that which was most precious to him; sacrificing his only son, Jesus.
And he promises to continue giving us what we need—and more. God goes
beyond the minimum because he loves to be generous. Generosity and love
are intertwined.



4. How has God showed his abundant generosity by giving you more than you need?

5. What do you think Paul meant when he wrote in Romans that God will “graciously
give us all things”?

God is for you and desires to bless you. The term “bless” is found throughout
the Bible. To be blessed by God is to be on the receiving end of the tangible
and intangible favor of God. The intangible favor of God refers to things such
as peace, joy, and healthy relationships. The tangible favor of God deals with
financial, material, and other blessings that can be touched.

6. Do you think Christ followers focus more on the tangible or intangible favor of
God? Explain why you think that is the case.

7. In your life, are you more aware of God’s tangible or intangible favor?
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8. If you could only have God’s tangible or intangible favor, which would you
choose? Explain why.

God is for you and wants to bless you, but you must choose to accept
God'’s blessing—you must choose to step into the Zone. In the most common
sense of the word, the Zone is an area that is distinguished from the surrounding
areas. In reference to God, the Zone is living where God’s blessings flow to and
through you.

God'’s Zone is nothing new. It started in the beginning with Adam and Eve.
God designed a Zone of blessing known as the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve
were given the choice to live in this Zone or to go their own way. Unfortunately,
Adam and Eve chose to live outside the sweet spot of God’s success. The good
news is that God did not discontinue his offer with Adam and Eve.

The offer of the Zone continued after Adam and Eve's rejection. Before
Abraham was a well known biblical figure, he was known as Abram. And God gave
Abraham the option to choose the Zone as described in the following verses.

The LORD had said to Abraham, “Leave your country, your people
and your father’s household and go to the land | will show you.
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“I will make you into a great nation
and | will bless you;

I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you | will curse;

and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1-3

In this passage you can see God'’s offer to bless Abraham. God told Abraham
to “go to the land | will show you.” That land was a distinguished area, the Zone. The
land to which God called Abraham would later become known as a land of blessing
for the entire nation of Israel. We know this special place as the Promised Land.

God’s promise to Abraham included tangible (children) and intangible
(protection, leadership) blessings. Another essential part of God’'s promise to
Abraham was that Abraham would become a blessing to others. When you live in
the Zone, the blessings do not stop with you. It is an opportunity to bless those
around you. God promised Abraham that “all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”

9. Knowing that Jesus came from Abraham’s lineage, what is one way God fulfilled
his promise to Abraham?

God'’s offer of the Zone to Abraham did not stop in the Old Testament. It
continued throughout the New Testament and even into today, when God offers
this promise to all those who accept Jesus.

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. ...If you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise. Galatians 3:26, 29
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10. In general, what does it mean to be an heir?

11. Keeping Genesis 12:1-3 in mind, what do you think it means to be an heir to the
promise God gave Abraham?

A major part of God'’s promise to Abraham was that he would be a blessing to
others. When God blessed Abraham financially, relationally, spiritually and in every
other area of his life, Abraham turned around and reflected the generous nature of
God to others. God blessed him so that he could be a blessing to others.

We've established that generosity is a major component of God’s essence.
We must also remember that we are made in the image of God and are called to
mimic him. That means that everything we do should reflect the generous nature
of God to others—emotionally, relationally, occupationally, spiritually, and yes,
even financially.

We must take those blessings from God and then reflect the character of
the Blessor by blessing others. When we do that, we become a blessing. We are
called to reflect our Blessor. Remember, God does not give the bare minimum.
His generosity exceeds all limits. God delights in giving more than the basic
level. Because of that, we should go above and beyond the norm to reflect God'’s
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generous nature. If giving someone an old coat would do, why not give them a
new one? If a person needs $75 to pay a heating bill, why not give them $1007?
That type of abundant generosity truly reflects the heart of God.

12. How have you experienced God’s character reflected through an abundantly
generous person?

13. How can you reflect God’s generosity to someone else this week?

Because of faith in Jesus Christ, you have the opportunity to experience the
Zone much like Abraham. All the key ingredients of the Zone offered to Abraham
are still offered to us.

GOD
BLESSOR

ING

S By,

“ BLESSED ~"%

ING ING
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BLESSOR

God is the Blessor. He is the one who offers you the opportunity to live in
the Zone and experience his incredible favor.

BLESSED

You can be one of the blessed if you choose to live in the Zone. God is for you
and wants you to be on the receiving end of his tangible and intangible favor.

BLESSING

When you live in the Zone, you can be a blessing to others. Remember, the
Zone is where God'’s blessings flow not only to you, but also through you.

LIFT IT UP

God has invited you to live in the Zone. Over the next several meetings,
you will take a look at what that means and how you can accept God’s offer of
blessing. Keep this in the frontal lobe of your brain as we move on: God is for
you and desires to bless you. Are you ready to embrace this truth?

Prayer Requests:

Notes:
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STEP IT UP

Take a step further over the next few days and spend some time reflecting on
the following devotional thoughts that reinforce the previous session. Use these as
reminders to take what you've learned and apply it to your everyday life.

John 3:16

If you're anything like me, you have read this verse many times. And, if
you're anything like me, you may have missed something crucial each time you
read it. Each time you read a verse in the Bible, you have to take time to listen
to God, and allow him to reveal new truths to you.

It is amazingly easy to overlook the significant in the midst of the mundane.
This verse has been emblazoned on neon signs at sporting events by rainbow-
wig-wearing fans. And this verse describes one of God’'s most prominent
characteristics that is commonly overlooked. Yes, this verse describes the love of
God. But there is much more. This great love led God to give. God'’s love for you
caused him to be generous. Love does that. It has a way of causing generosity
in each of us.

Think back to your most significant romance. When you fall in love, you give
all of your time and energy to the relationship. You are so in love that you'll do
anything to spend time with that person. You'll drive across the city in rush hour
traffic. You'll spend your last few dollars for a romantic dinner. You'll sacrifice
sleep so you can hear their voice one last time before hitting the pillow. Love
produces generosity and passion. God loves you passionately; he is crazy about
you. And it causes him to be an exceedingly generous God. If God's love is in
you, you should reflect his generous nature.

Is God'’s love evident in your life through signs of generosity? If not, ask God
to show you what is preventing his love from shining through you.

16

Notes:

Prayer Requests:
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Matthew 7:9-10

When was the last time someone called you evil? Evil is reserved for
murderers, those who take advantage of the helpless, and those who scar the
world in lasting ways. Evil is not an adjective that is carelessly thrown. It was not
common in Jesus’ day either.

Jesus was talking to a group of people who had been following him. And
Jesus does something very surprising. Instead of trying to woo the crowd, Jesus
called the entire crowd “evil.” Calling out an entire group of people with this
hateful description does not seem like a way to keep the crowds coming back.
“I'd like to thank all of you evil people who came to the mountain to hear me.
Thanks again, and remember; I'll be here all week.”

What Jesus said is shocking, and recorded in Scripture. And when we look
at from God'’s perspective, we are all sinners who have rebelled against a holy
God. We are all evil apart from Jesus. And yet, even though we are sinful people,
we still know how to give generous gifts. Jesus capitalizes on this fact to illustrate
the greatness of God’s generosity. If we know how to give generously despite our
evil, how much greater is God's generosity?

Reflect on some of the great gifts God has given you. Think about your

health, family, ability, possessions or anything else that comes to mind. Consider
what your generous God has given you, and take time to thank him.

18

Notes:

Prayer Requests:
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Romans 8:31-32

We have all seen reports on the news about high-profile celebrities
donating large amounts of money to charity. Many times the large donation
from the celebrity seems very generous, at least until you consider the wealth
of the celebrity. A $1 million gift is a lot by most people’s standards but not
when that person’s wealth exceeds $200 million.

This is the point of this passage in Romans 8. If God willingly gave his only
Son for you, what would he possibly keep from you? God gave up something so
valuable, that none of us can comprehend the magnitude of the sacrifice. And
yet, we worry about the mundane things in life like our bills, property taxes and
cars. This type of mindset does not make sense when you think about it from
the perspective that it all pales in comparison to what God has given us.

God is the generous giver who has already made the greatest sacrifice for
every one of us. And he has given each of us so many blessings already. So why

would God stop blessing us? He has promised to give us everything we need.

We all have areas that we are tempted to worry about. We doubt God’s
provision for us. What needs tempt you to worry the most?

When you realize the power behind God’s generous gift of his Son, you will
see that everything else you need pales in comparison.

20

Notes:

Prayer Requests:
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Genesis 12:1-3

Living in the Zone is an incredible offer from God. And he has been offering
people a chance to live in the Zone for thousands of years. One constant about
living in the Zone is that it costs you something. You must leave something
behind to enter the Zone.

Had Abraham chosen to stay tied to his country, people and father’s
house, he would have risked losing out on life in the Zone. Abraham weighed
the decision and realized the Zone was too great an offer to pass up, no matter
what it cost him.

In order to live in the Zone, you will have to leave something behind. You
might have to leave a bad attitude behind, or certain relationships, or some of
your personal plans. God’s offer requires abandoning anything that will stand
between you and the blessings he has in mind for you. You have to weigh this
decision for your own life.

What do you think God might want you to give up so that you can live in
the Zone?

Talk to God about any fears you have about leaving something behind. Let
God walk you through this fear, knowing that the Zone is where God wants you
to be. He understands your fears, and your honesty with him will give you the
trajectory to move forward with God'’s amazing plans for your life.
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Notes:

Prayer Requests:
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Ephesians 5:1-2

Have you ever heard someone say, “There has to be more to life than this”?
That statement is generally spawned from those struggling in the rat race. This
happens when we are struggling to climb the corporate ladder, trying to keep up
with the Joneses. There is much more to life than that.

There is a better, more beautiful life out there that begins when you
realize the fact that life is elevated through giving, not getting. Nothing you
accumulate can ever take the place of the excitement that is derived from
giving. Giving is exhilarating and will energize you. Getting is addictive, but will
always let you down.

When you give generously, you are imitating God. You are being conformed

into the image of Christ. And you are embracing a quality that has the power and
potential to change the world.

24

Notes:

Prayer Requests:
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LEADER'S GUIDE

ICEBREAKERS

Search the internet or magazines for pictures of famous
people. Bring those pictures to your group and ask them to
tell you the first thought that comes to mind when you show
the pictures. Choose well known personalities with polarizing
characteristics such as the examples in the lesson.

BRIDGE - Our mind associates characteristics with well
known people. As you probably noticed from the answers
in your group, the associated characteristics vary from
person to person. We associate characteristics with God, but
we do not always share the same characteristics. In some
cases, we associate the wrong characteristics or neglect key
characteristics.

Prepare name tags with the names of famous people. Place
a name tag on the back of each participant without them
knowing the name on the tag. Each person is then responsible
for discovering the name on their tag by asking other people
“yes or no"” questions about the name of their tag.

BRIDGE - Our mind associates characteristics with well
known people. As you probably noticed from trying to find
out the name on your tag, the associated characteristics can
vary from person to person. What other people associated
with the name on your tag might not be what you associate.
We associate characteristics with God, but we do not always
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TR N THE ZONE

share the same characteristics. In some cases, we associate the wrong characteristics
or neglect key characteristics.

Have each member of the group try to describe themselves with only three words. Or,
if each person in the group has somebody that knows them well, ask somebody else to
describe each person with only three words.

BRIDGE - With a limited vocabulary, it is difficult to fully describe who you are. In fact,
you probably had to leave out key characteristics. If we are not careful, we can leave
out key characteristics when we think of God.

It is amazing how our mind can associate a specific memory with a song or smell. The
smell of a certain meal may raise memories of a family member’s house. An older song
may bring memories of a past crush back to life. Try to think of songs or smells that
have specific associations in your mind. Then, describe what you associate with each
song or smell as well as why you have that association.

BRIDGE - God wants you to associate the right characteristics with him. When you
think of God there should be certain automatic associations that come to mind. This
series will help you understand one of the fundamental characteristics of God.

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES
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As a group, make a list of all the tangible blessings you have received. Then, make another
list of all the intangible blessings. Based on the lists, discuss which list was easier to
create. Find out if your group is more aware of tangible or intangible blessings.

BRIDGE - God blesses. There are tangible and intangible blessings. If we are not
careful, we can neglect the intangible blessings of God. We need to be just as aware
of God'’s tangible blessings as his intangible blessings.

Use a dart board or set up the game “Pin the tail on the donkey.” In each activity,
blindfold the participants and have them try to make it into the zone without being
able to focus on the target.

BRIDGE - There is a zone God desires us to live in. If we forget to focus on God the

IN THE ZONE EIZ

Blessor, we will struggle to live in the zone. We must keep our eyes focused on God if
we want to live in the zone.

Divide the group into two teams. Assign one team the task of selling tangible blessings
and give the other the task of selling intangible blessings. Have the group brainstorm the
advantages of each and present an argument why their type of blessing is the best.

BRIDGE - One blessing is not necessarily better than the other. The right blessing
is the one God chooses to give. Remember the benefits of both blessings and more
importantly, remember God is the Blessor of both intangible and tangible blessings.

VISUAL REINFORCEMENTS

On a piece of poster board, draw a diagram of the Zone. Include: The Blessor, the
Blessed, Blessing and the land of Ing.

BRIDGE - Use the diagram of the Zone for the coming weeks as a reminder of where
God wants us to live.

Have the edge pieces of a smaller puzzle (approximately a 50-100 piece puzzle)
assembled on a table by the entry. As each person enters, have them take one piece.
Later, ask them to try to find the people who hold the puzzle pieces that fit their piece
then assemble it on a table in the middle of where you have your meeting.

BRIDGE - The edge pieces represent God’s zone. We must make decisions to live in the
Zone. Once we realize the parameters of the Zone, we must be in the Zone to grow as
God wants.

Bring two pictures (from a magazine or the internet) of water. Have one picture show a
stagnant body of water and the other show a body that has fresh, flowing water flowing.
Compare the stagnant water to people who only accept blessings, but never let the
blessings flow through them.

BRIDGE - God is the Blessor and he desires for blessings to flow to you and through
you. If you only let the blessings flow to you, you will become a stench to others like a
stagnant body of water.
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TR N THE ZONE

Put a colander and a bowl in the middle for all to see. Discuss how a bowl can
only contain a certain amount of water before it becomes too full. A colander can
constantly receive new water because it lets water flow not only to it, but also
through it.

BRIDGE - God desires to flow blessings into your life, but you must not just store them

up. God wants blessings to flow through you to others. When you allow blessings to flow
through you, you open yourself up for more blessings from God.

POSSIBLE MEDIA REINFORCEMENTS

The lyrics describe how a song reminded her of a certain time in her life.

BRIDGE - Our mind can be triggered by songs and other things to bring up associated
memories. God wants us to have the right associations with him.

The lyrics describe how there are different types of blessings and that being blessed
does not mean that we get each and every kind of blessing.

BRIDGE - There is not one kind of blessing. God can give you a blessed life with both
tangible and intangible blessings.

Make your own “Priceless” commercial like MasterCard®. Show various items and
their approximate prices such as: car - $35,000; season tickets - $5,000; suit -
$750. Then, have the final part of the video showing a family having fun together and
have the video say, “priceless.”

BRIDGE - Sometimes the most valuable blessings in life are the intangible. God is the
giver of both the tangible and intangible blessings.

TAKE HOME OBJECT (Reminders of the lesson)

Find small targets for everyone to take home as a reminder to aim for God’s Zone.
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Hand out small basketball-shaped pencil erasers as a reminder to play in the Zone. Or
hand out football-shaped pencil erasers as a reminder to aim for the end Zone.

Pass out Zone® bars as a reminder to live in the zone.

OTHER

As a group, reflect God’s generosity by choosing an item to bring each week to give
away for the rest of the series. For example, collect canned food items one week,
diapers another week, etc...

At the end of the discussion, have each member think of generous acts they could do
for someone else before the next meeting. Be generous then report the effects of being
generous at the next meeting.

Think of specific blessing God has given you that you have overlooked. Take time to
write God a thank you note for giving you that blessing.

Discuss the uncertainty of moving to a new city or job. Relate that uncertainty to the
uncertainty to moving into the Zone.

1. As a group, read each name one a time and explain the first association that comes to

your mind with each person.
Tip: Try to bring out the different thoughts for each person in your group. If you
consistently get a positive reaction to a person, ask for any negative thoughts. Help
them see the associations has are not always the same.

2. As a group take a minute and brainstorm a list of words or concepts that come to your

mind when you think about God.
Tip: Encourage everyday words to describe God. Instead of saying, “God is
omnipotent” say God is extremely powerful. This will encourage those who are still
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TR N THE ZONE

learning about God to answer since they will not feel the need to use technical terms.
Encourage them to speak from their experience. Also, if you get a unique answer, ask
the person so explain where that idea came from.

3. What are some biblical and personal examples of God’s generosity?
e Genesis 2:16-17 — Adam was given access to every tree in the garden, but one
e Genesis 12:1-3 — God promised to bless Abraham and in multiple ways
Numbers 13:1-2 — God gave the Israelites the promised land
1 Kings 3:10-14 — God gave Solomon wisdom, wealth and more
John 3:16 — God gave his Son for the salvation of humanity
e James 1:5 — God generously gives wisdom to all who ask

4. How has God showed his abundant generosity by giving you more than you need?

Most of us have experienced God'’s abundant generosity. Examples are pantries full
of food, closets full of clothes, and money to pay for heat and air conditioning.
All of these are abundant gifts from God that many people in the world don’t yet
experience. God’s abundance of generosity is not limited to physical possessions.
There are blessings in relationships, family, careers and more. It could even be the
blessing of peace in difficult situations, encouragement through a confusing time, or
moments to celebrate. All of these are ways God generously gives in abundance.

5. What do you think Paul meant when he wrote in Romans that God will “graciously give
us all things”?

There is nothing we will need that God will not provide for us in his own time. There
are intangible gifts God wants to give us to equip us to live as he desires. God
promised to give us those things in 2 Peter 1:3. There is also the tangible side of
this promise. Jesus described it in Matthew 6:25-34. Jesus taught that there was no
need to worry about clothing, food or life in general because God knows what each
person needs and will provide for those who seek him.

6. Do you think Christ followers focus more on the tangible or intangible favor of God?
Explain why you think that is the case.

There is a division between believers about tangible and intangible blessings. One
group focuses on tangible blessings—claiming your obedience will always result
in tangible blessings. There is another group that neglects God as the giver of
tangible blessings. They see God as someone who desires all to be poor in material
possessions, but rich in intangibles such as love, hope, joy, etc. They believe it is
more spiritual to focus on intangible blessings. But God is generous in both areas.
One area is not more spiritual than the other because God is into both expressions
of his goodness.

7. In your life, are you more aware of God’s tangible or intangible favor?
Tip: If your group is struggling with this question, ask them to list out blessings God
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has given them in the past month. This will help them realize God’s blessing as well
as help them identify the area they tend to focus on.

8. If you could only have God’s tangible or intangible favor, which would you choose?
Explain why.
Tip: Encourage your group to look at the pros and cons of both sides. It might be nice
to be rich, but if you are incapable of loving anything besides your money, it could
lead to a lifetime of loneliness. It would also be great to be filled with peace. But, if
you cannot eat, your peace will be short-lived.

9. Knowing that Jesus came from Abraham’s lineage, what is one way God fulfilled His
promise to Abraham?

God promised “all people on earth will be blessed through you.” He fulfilled this
promise as Jesus, the Son of God, came from Abraham’s lineage. Abraham’s ancestor,
Jesus, provided salvation for all humanity.

10. In general, what does it mean to be an heir?
1: one who inherits or is entitled to inherit property
2: one who inherits or is entitled to succeed to a hereditary rank, title, or office
3: one who receives or is entitled to receive some endowment or quality from a
parent or predecessor !

11. Keeping Genesis 12:1-3 in mind, what do you think it means to be an heir to the promise
God gave Abraham?

God promised to bless Abraham and be for him. And God will bless those who follow
him today. This does not mean life will be without difficulty, but God will bless in the
midst of life’s difficulties. Also, God can bless others through us. When we reflect
God to others we become a blessing to them.

12. How have you experienced God’s character reflected through an abundantly generous
person?

Tip: Have them share some of the most generous things others have done for them.
After these answers, help your group realize that ultimately, “Every good and perfect
gift is from above” (James 1:17). That means God is the ultimate Blessor, regardless
of who the blessing comes through.

13. How can you reflect God’s generosity to someone else this week?
God'’s generosity can be reflected in numerous ways. You can show God’s generosity
by offering someone else a relationship with God. By keeping your eyes open to the
needs of those around you and meeting those needs, you can be a blessing to other
people. It could be offering free babysitting to a friend, offering a ride to a co-worker,
or taking someone out for a free meal.
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